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burgh Paradiſe Regaind, 
TH E City ſet at Liberty, to propagate -and es 
improve her Trade and Commerce. 3 


5 din 


8 


Beixc 2 curious Diſertation thereon, and diſcovery of the 
Diſeaſe that obſtructs the growth and progreſs thereof. 
AnD an effectual remedy and cure therefor, by redreſſing 


* 


and removing her grievances. 


Ablata cauſa tolletur xffeftus. 


Tux City ftanding on a hill, ſet on a plain. 

Ax inland City immediately commence a maritime ene» 
ſo as to join, and com mufflcate, with the moſt navigable 
river in all Britain. * „ 

Tux City beautified and adorned, for the more commodi- + _ 

|. ous entertainment of our ,patriot Nobility and Gentry, _- _ 


and inviting them to frequent their own Metropolis, as 
before the ee e Ms 


Ax all this 


Py” 4 Dre 


done in a frugal, ſurpriſingly cheap and far 

£ more eaſy way, than hitherto has been propoſed, or pro- 
| _ bahly ever will be, yea is done for nothing, in regard 
ol the profit and gain of ſome Thouſands of pounds an- 
L : avally, that attends this method; as is clearly made ap- 
Pear in the following pages of this Eſſay; and in ſome 
caſes for leſs than nothing, in regard of the ſaving Mo- 
ney, that otherways behoved neceſſarily to be expended. 


| Bry 4 Merchant-Citizen, long acquainted with the City's Ace 
of Profit and Loſs, both before and ſince the incorporate U- 
| NIO N. : . 


Nil tam defficile quod non ſolertia vincat. 


* os . * $3 ; 2 
. 1 7 6 | 
/ | Y . 
2 8 0 $=- | 
> F ; 
— {x 2 


wt 


— 


HUMBLY INSCRIBED,  » 


To the Right Honourable the Lord Provoſt, Magiſtrates, 
Conveener and Deacons of Crafts, and remanent. Mem- 


bers of the Honourable Council of Edinburgh, and the 


whole Citizens whom they repreſent: : 
The Right Honourable Lords of his Majeſty's Council aud 
Seſſion, Faculty of Advocates, and whole Members of 
the College of juſtice. | | 3 
And to all loving Patriots of the nobility and gentry, , and 
ſelect Society bo encouragement of Arts and Sciences, 
and diſcoverers of new and profitable Inventions, all who 
are inclined to frequent their antient North Metropolis, 
and to honour her with their Reſidence. a 
For which this Eſſay is undertaken, to beautify and adorn, 


do render more convenient (like the ancient Eden her 


Name. mother), for their better accommodation. | 
But muſt ſay no more, being ſenſible, that pompuous Pro- 
feſſions and anticipation of curioſity, raiſes prejudice, 


and on the other hand, modeſty may be miſtaken for dif- 
fidency; hut reaſon and candour will not proceed to 
judge, before examination; and, however favourite it 
may be, yet ſhall not paternal partiality preſume to 
breathe one diſcontented murmur at their ſentence, when 
wrong conceived prejudice and acceptation of men's 
perſons, that bane of right judgment, ſtands aloof. 
As this Structure is raiſed upon the commercial Syſtem, 
whoſe chief principle is profit and gain, for Money is 
the ſinews of At 
fo the foundation being laid here at firſt, the Sons will 


order to crown all at Jaſt, with pleaſure, beauty, and 
Ornament, according to the noble and genteel Syttem ; 
ſo that both noble Lords and Commons may have their 
choice, where to place or build their pleaſant and pro- 
fitable dwellings, on high or low ground, by land & 


anſwer the purity of the Intention, the kind acceptance 
and aſſiſtance of all their Honoury,. to whom it is above 
inſcribed, is hoped for, by their Honours poſt obe dient 
N Set van to the Inſcriber. „ e 


As 


? 
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and may be diſadvantageous to an Eſſay of this nature; 


ſtand the better, ſtabit opus melius (i bene fixa baſis, in 


/ 


Agriculture or Architecture, as well as War; 


water; and, if the execution of this deſign is found to 


„ 


wholſome nouriſhment, is, in the firſt plag ee 


- _ fary, to procure a ſolid and laſting col 
and afterwards, the adorning and beautifying with the e. 
beliſhments of Art, will be the more eaſy and becoming, 
ſo it is in the Body-politick, trading cities have their diſeaſes 
to be cured, and grievances removed, and a good regimen 
obſerved in all time coming; for, whenever the former old 
cuſtom is found out to be detrimental, it ought to be laid 
aſide, tho? of never ſo ancient or long ſtanding. - 


Now to find out and diſcover the diſeaſes and grievances 


that ſo afflict our Mother City, and effectually to cure, by 


KG 


S in the natural Body, the curing the diſcaſe,,re-'. 


* 


= 


"Ss ; 


An 


removing the cauſe, and redreſſing her grievances, the bad 


conſequenees and effects will inſtantly ceaſe, and the body 
20 and increaſe, to inherit the bleſſing pronounced at the 


moving the pains, and adminiſtrating gagd aas 
- = — 


eginning to the two firſt Parents of mankind, Be fruitful 


and multiply and repleniſh the place. RES IN 
And ſeeing in theſe propoſals, lately publiſhed in print for 
Improving and adorning the City, the North Metropolis of 
Great Britain, for the honour of the whole incorporate na- 
tion, there is no notice taken of the oli waſting diſeaſe ſhe 
labours under, nor Eſſay to deliver her therefrom : There- 
fore ſhall here endeavour to find out the cauſe of our dear 
Mother's layguithing condition, and then to eſſay a proper 
and an effectual cure and remedy; the cauſe being removed, 


the healing remedy will naturally take place, and add life 


and vigour to the improvements of Art, which we ſhall 
endeavour to do as clearly and demonſtratively as the na- 


ture of the thing will admit of, and as has been the obſer- 


vation of Citizen and Trader therein, for more than halt a 
century; and if what is here laid down ſhall be uſeful and 
acceptable to his neighbour Citizens in the place of his Ha- 
tivity and conſtant refidence, he will have his reward. 
Albeit the City of Edinburgh be of ſuch a ſituation, as re- 
Reſented in a late Pamphlet, which admits of but one 
eaſy acceſs, and that from Eaſt to Weſt; yet is ſuch a ſitu- 
ation as makes it partake of the moſt ſalubrious part of the 
Armoſphere, being neither too high nor too low, but in the 
middle region thereof, and the more ſharp deſcent on both 
ſlides, contribute to make the Streets mere clean by the 
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more 
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alſo the 


CT CSS7I 
ſharp current of the water therefrom, than it were 
on 4 dead level, as ſome Cities do; and conſidering 
pethod, in a late printed plan, ſet on foot for more 
| to keep the Streets clean, aud prevent the throw- 
ing over the windows, than eyer hitherto, has, been done; 
but is too long here to inſert, and may be had by itſelf at 
the Shops. And the propoſed new Street to Leith, joyning 
Leith and Edinburgh in; one City as it were, will make the 
City for all forts of carriages, as acceſſible as it were ſtand- 


2 


5 


- 


ing on a plain; and, with this additional advantage alio, 10 


be free of the damp, thick and unwholſome air, which at; 
tends low grounds, ſo is Mr Fletcher's objection fully an- 
ſwered; aud, in place of a bad ſituation, proved to be as 
happy an one, as he obſerves London to be, and ſo become 
the principal cauſe of the glory and riches of Scotland, as 


| London has been of England, (as he expreſſes.) And, it. has 


been frequently obſerved, that very worthy and zealous Pa- 
triots, lovers of their Country, have been ſometimes miſ- 


taken in their conjectures arent futurities, through their 


anxious fears and jealouſies: for inſtance, that worthy Pa- 


triot the late Lord Belhaven : Now, were his Lordſbip a- 


live this day, how would he rejoice to ſee himſelf fo agree- 
ably undeceived, as to the conſequences of the incorporate 
Union, of which he had fo dreadful apprechenſions in his 


time, would not he be well pleaſed to ice bis dream he told 


in the laſt Scots Parliament, with ſo much moving eloquenc e, 
interpreted by the conduct of All- wiſe Providence, in the 
direct reverſe way, as moſt dreams are; and fo proy- 
en to be no more than a real and proper dream, though the 
language of an honeſt Patriot's loving heart, filled with 
jealouſy, the common diſeaſe of many ardent lover's hearts. 
But that the incorporate Union of the two nations is the 
greateſt temporal bleſſipg that could happen to both nations, 
is too plain and obvious io be denied by any, excepting 
thoſe amongſt ourſelves, who, for want of political know. 
ledge, and the trve intercſt of both nations, or thoſe whole 
prejudices and wrong notions of government render obſti. 
nate and blipd to all demonſtration; but theſe unhappy per- 


i 


ſous we muſt leave to themſelves, and let us congratulate 


the happy conſequences of ſuch Union, which has been on 


the growing hand ever ſince that happy 41a; ſo that it o- 


pens to us a glorious proſpect of laſting tranquility to lateſt 
. | | _ poſterity, 


— 4 —__ 


1, x 289 : ; 
poſterity, we ſtill advancing in all dutiſul love to our King 


and Country, may inherit the Bleſſing of the Supreme R 
| er and Governour of Kingdoms and Nations. 
But although the benefit of the ſaid Union are ſenſibly 
| felt by all the trading Cities in Great Britain, yet the 
City of Edinburgh enjoys leſs thereof proportionally, than 
any other City in the whole united kingdom, and far leſs 
than might be reaſonably expected, for our northern Me- 
tropolis. And here it is to be obſerved, That there is a dif- 
_caſe that yet cleaves to her, preys on her vitale, macerates _ 
her body, and ſtops her growth, both in breadth and length, © 
vaſtly diſproportionally to her other Siſter Cities, either in 
Britain or Ireland: And had it not been for this diſeaſe, and 
for miſcondud in her diet, ſhe might have equalled, at leaſt, 
ber Siſter Dublin in Ireland, and exeeeded her alſo hoth in 
breadth and length, as ſhe does all others in her height 
and ſtately port; and it is to be obſerved, that none of her 
other Siſters have ſuch unwholſome food, crammed down 
their throats, as ſhe is daily obliged to put up with. 
That there is ſuch an old inveterate diſeaſe, lurking at the 
root of our arbour, like a gnawing canker-worm, is evi. 
dent by the abſtruction of the nouriſhing ſap, which would 
naturally low and ariſe from the manure our foil has re- 
ceived theſe fifty ſix years bygone; ſo to find out the cauſe, | 
and remove the fame, its malevolent influence will ceaſe, 
and adminiftrating wholeſome food for the future, is well 
worth-all our enquiry and pains, and alſo to ſhow ſome pre- 
ſidents of curiug the ſame diſeaſe in other patients, who 
have been cured by the ſame method of Procedure, and 
| indulge a few comfortable reflexions, on the benefits that 
wh will ariſe to the City and Inhabitants thereof, by following 
out the Plan of theſe Propoſals offered to their conſideration | 
in the following Eſſay, that ſome more weight and power 
may be added, to elevate the Scale for compleating the glo- 
rious fabrick of our Metropohs. LES 3 
That this diſeaſe has ſuch effect upon this City, as inca- 
acitates and diſpirits her trading Inhabitants is too evident 
be denied, For if we look but a little about us, go but to 
e, or a little weſtward to Kendal, 
ſuch like in South 
or ſuch like in 
North- 


P 
to 


Newcaſtle upon Tyr le 
W hitehaven, Liverpool, Mancheſter, or 
Britain, to Pumfrics, Glaſgow, Aberdeen, 
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North -Britain; yea, the petty town of Dalkeith our door- 


neighbour. From theſe places you will ſee carravans o ß 


Carriers with pack horſes, waggons, &c. with all ſorts of 
merchandize ſent from their Shops and Warehouſes, to fur- 
niſh the inlaud Country Marker. Towns, and Gentlemen's 
houſes, with Goods and Merchandize, their roads thronged 


with ſuch carriages; but nothing like that from our mer- 
chants Shops in Edinburgh. Yea all ſorts of Merchant-goods 


are more eaſily and plentifully found in the private out - ports 
and inland Country Tewus and Markets round about, than . 
in the City of Edinburgh; the reaſon thereof is plainly. this, 


That the Merehant-dealers up and down the Kingdom, are 
more ſhy, and leſs willing, yea altogether decline to deal 


with the Merchant Shop-keepers in Edinburgh: Becauſe, 
That there is a Wall ſurrounding the City. and Reyenue- 
Officers and Waiters ſtationed at all the Gates and Entries 
of the City Night and Day, as a Court of Inquiſition, 'to 
create them trouble, tho? never ſo innocent, to ſtop, de- 
tain and ſeize their goods at their pleaſure, which is not ſo 
done in any City, Town or Corporation, in all Britain; 


and theſe Waiters are ſuffered and authoriſed at the Gates, 
to unload, open and ſearch, Trunk, Box, Pack, Sack, or 


Creel, or other Package, yea ſearch the very Pockets 
of the Entrants of the gates; and if they find the leaſt dif- 


ference in the quality or quantity mentioned in the permits 


or clearances, or time of arrival, to detain or ſeize at their 
pleaſure: For it is very eaſy to find fault here, by thoſe who 


act for themſelves, as they ſay, as well as for his Majefty; a . 
or, if the goods have no permit at all, becauſe not necdfal 7, 


in any other place, they bring their goods to, except Edin- 
burgh, they do not mind that partiality practiſed in. - 
Edinburgh, until the goods be actually ſeized ; — in alt 
time coming, they rather chuſe to go by that place, For tho? 
the goods have been lawfully imported, and paid all dutys, 
yet they may not know, having bought them from the im- 
porter, or others, without ſuch queſtions aſked, having no 
nced for permits, to carry to the country they deal in; or, 
it being long after their entry, they cannot depone on the 
identity of the goods, and a great many other circumſtances, 
and fo can procure no permits, nor is it needful to have per- 
mits with ſuch land carriage goods, as are ſtopt at the gates 
of Edinburgh, but at no where elſe. And at laftz tho? the 

| 7 goods 


oods ſo ſeized may be recovered upon trial, before the 
ourt of Exchequer, yet it is attended with ſuch trouble, ex- 
pence, and on- waiting, as is a caution to them, how they 
deal with the merchants of Edinburgh, or inhabitants there 
in time coming: This inclines them to trade and deal with 
any other in the country round, than with the Citizens of 
Edinburgh, yea to ſell their goods cheaper in the country 
to dealers there, than to the city, where trade is ſo much 
ei and ſert ere: 
The bad effects this has on the city's trade, with reſpect 
to her foreign trade, imported and conſumed in the city, 
which we call her paſſive trade (as for her active trade, ve 
ſhall: treat of it afterwards). And it is this, that, when our 
nobility, gentry, lawyers, &c. come to winter in the city, 
or to attend the Seſſions, ſummer or winter, they decline to 
deal with the merchant ſhop-keepers in the city, for fur- 
niſhing their families while in town, or at their removing to 
the country again, becauſe, that all ſorts of foreign goods 
are more readily had in the country where they come from, 
or go to, and bring in to the city with their own furniture 
and equipage, and theſe goods, whether entered and pay- 
ing duty or not, or even altogether prohibited; yet, as be- 
longing to them, the waiters at the Ports ſtand in awe to 
meddle with, for fear of further trouble; but, if belonging 
to a merchant-inhavitant, they, for want of a permit, or 
if the ſame be run out, for a day, or ſome one ſmall cir- 
cumſtance or another, and that for their own intereſt, as 
well as his Majeſty's, they are {topped and ſeized, to ſtand 
a chargeable Exchequer- trial; ſo that trade is forced into 
another channel, than through Edinburgh. 5 
Now, ought there to be ſuch partiality or inequality prac- 
tiſed towards the city of Edinburgh alone, in reſpect of li- 
berty, free and uninterrupted egreſs and ingreſs, or more 
or leſs to one trading city than to another, eſpecially to the 
metropolis of a country, which pays the greateſt ſhare of 
the public burdens, for ſo much free and uninterrupted ac- 
ceſs as a city, fair, or market hath ; ſo much is the liberty, 
priviledge and freedom of that city, fair or market, and 
this freedom have all the trading cities in Great Britain, 
Edinburgh only excepted, as faid is ; for London, Briſtol, 
York, Newcaſtle, nor. any other in South Britain, nor 
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Glaſgow, Stirling, Perth, Aberdeen, nor any in all North 


Britain, none of them have waiters ſtationed at their gates 
or entries, only Edinburgh is ſhut up, and garriſoned this 5 


way, to ſtand out againſt trade, as it were an enemy. 


Now having laid open the diſeaſe in its cauſe, and the 
bad effects thereof on the paſſive trade of the city, we thall 


no treat of the far worſe effeAs it has on the more valu- 
able part, vie. That which is her active tranſportation trade, 


a trade which enriches ſtates, and is the glory of the Bri- 
tiſn nation with reſpect to trade, a trade which raiſed Hol- 
land out of her fens and mariſhes, and filled her full of 
cities, and numerous inhabitants, a trade that hath uo end 
but is conſtantly circulating and increaſing, wires aqtuiriuut 
eundo, and, at every revolution, leaves a balance to aug- 
ment the ſtock, never waſtes, conſumes or turns into dung 
at laſt, as the bare paſſive trade does. Now, of this beſt 
part of trade, Edinburgh is deprived; for, will the mer- 
chants in the kingdom chule to let their goods paſs in this 
channel, where they muſt go through the heccle-pins of 
the Inquiſition kept at the ports of Edinburgh, which is not 


ſo in any other part of the whole uuited kingdom; no ſure- 


ly, they will keep at a diftance therefrom, ſo other hands 
are employed to fit their goods for export or tranſporta- 
tion-trade, and carried to other ports for that purpoſe, and 


other ſhipping and hands imployed, whereby our merchants, 


tradeſmen, artificers, mariners, ſhip-owners, &c. are depri- 
ved of an equal thare of the liberty of trade, and all this, 
by the conſequences of that bad oeconomy of the city's 


heing garriſoned with ſtone-walls, gates and bars, and cu- 


ſtom-houſe officers ſtationed at them night and day, to de- 
prive her of the liberty enjoyed by every other city. 

Though not, in the leaſt degree, to countenance the fel- 
lonious practice of ſmuggling, which is the evemy of trade, 
and all. lawful and honourable traders; bur let the revenue 
officers behave in the city of Edinburgh, as they do in the 
cities of London, Briſtol, York, Glaſgow, Aberdeen, or 
any other city, or all the cities in the united kingdom, or 
Ireland, and mo otherwiſe, and it will appear to be very 
unreaſonable, that the inhabitants of Edinburgh ſhould lye 
under any unequal] preſſure, and diſadvantage of trade; for 


they being in the place where is the Mät of the law reſpec- 


ting trade, as well as other matters, have greater opportu- 
| | Uities 


; 1 
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nities of knowing the real intereſt of trade, which is for the 
goveral and, univerſal good of the country, aud what is on 
the contrary hurtful. and detrimental thereto, they hear- 
tily concur. and fall in with the mind of the legiſſa. 
ture, whoſe acts concerning trade, are all calcblate 
© for the general good and. real intereſt of the country; 
nothing high rated are prohibite but what is hurtful and 
detrimental thereto. This every wiſe and knowing mer. 
chant eaſily ſees; but. thoſe who are vnfkilful and povices 
do not comprehend, and the ftraitening cheſe in the city, 
opens a door to thoſe in the country, which runs them in- 
to theſe ruining ſmuggling practices, to their own ruin, 
and all lawfol traders hurt and detriment. Not long ago, 
the ſole privilege of importing and trauſportiug foreign 
goods, belonged to the ſrecmen inhabitants of royal bur. 
rows, but how. it came to the put: ports, creeks, and coun». 
try villages, ſhall. not be here anquired into. 
In the antient unhappy times, when trade was not ſo. re - 
garded, war, and the implements thereof, was the chief 
flody and employment, then high walls, and ſtrong gates, 
might have been neceſſary aud uſeful; but now in tlieſs 
Halcyon days, and more happy times, the ſcene: is changed, 
when all Great Britain is to be conſidered as one great city, 
incompaſſed round with one great broad navigable water-wall, 
and ſome hundreds of moving ſtrong. caſtles and forts thereon, 
better than thoſe of immoxve able lone and lime, and has pro- 
ven a better wall to Britain than the wonderful Chiveſe wall 
to that empire, Adriav's or Severus's wall to us, or Edinhurgh 
ſtone- wall to it, which brings to mind the inſcription. put 
on the Netherbow- port * King James VI. 
being put on iu large capital gold letters, was plainly to he 
read within theſe 50 years, though now quite worn out, 
Aris gxcubio, non ſic. excubio nec circumſtantia pila quam tutn- 
tur amor, recommending thereby to us a better ſafeguard 
than ſtone - walls and ſhut gates, viz. 4 good and loving 


- eeconomy. within protects a city. 
r ended as to the diſeaſe, and the bad 
couſequeuces thereof in a trading city, both as to active and 

paſſive concerns, hall new treat of the cure, and, conſider - 
ing her preſent low cĩireumſtances as to money - matters, to 
find out a cure that ſhall be very cheap, will certainly be 
very acceptable, and well-pleaſing to all, all which we dil. 
| y £ RE "pair 


South, as Mr 


Nn 
Nager to do, by the equitable juſtice and favour of the 


beſt of governments we are now bleſſed with; for will ever 
 ſach'a father deny the requeſt of his elder daugliter Edina, 


whey requeſting only to he nouriſhed in an equal manner 
with tlie youngeſt" of her ſiſters? Surely no. Then ſhaft 


dur dear mother city be cured of that old macerating diſeaſe, 
Which has ſo long depreſt her growth, become the princi- 


pal cauſe of * y of North Britain, as London is of tile 
gleteher juſtly obſerves | Now, . 


The city of Edinburgh having part of her revenue in an 


- inipoſt on foreign liquors imported into the city, Leith, and 


Carongate, for ſale, and the method of collecking it makes | 
the taxmen who farm it from — to keep waiters at all 
the entries to the city all day, and ſhut ports at — ſo 


this furniſhed an occaſion aud example for the officers of 


the board of cuſtoms to keep their ſtations there alſo, which 
is not ſo done in any eity in all Britain, as ſaid is; ſor 


altho', before the union of the kingdoms, the gentlemen 


who farmed the cuſtoms of Scotland from the Scots parlia- 


ment, kept their cuſtom-houſe waiters, was, that all Eng- 
uh goods by land carriage, as well as by ſea, were liable 
te pay cuſtom at importation into Scotland; but, ſince the 


Mon, the caſe is quite altered, and ought te be laid aſide 


An Edinborgh, 28 it is in all other places; yea it is in che 


citie's option to caſt open their 1 and day, and 
take the gates off the hinges; and lay them by amongſt their 
old lumber, and make à great many more entries and 


- throughfairs into the city, or take down their wall altoge- 
ther, as the city of Dublin did, and gave the ſtones there- 
bol gratis, to any that built on he ground contiguous theretoz 


ſo that the city of Dublin is increaſed more than dauble in 
extent and inhabitants, and ſo conſequentially in riches ſince 
that time, a recent enough example to us to do the ſame. 
It is maintained, That Edinburgh loſes much more inſen- 
fibly in her trade, by her ſtone- wall, cloſe ports, narrow and 
unfrequent entries, than all it could ſuffer by any other 
method of collecting and aſcertaining the ſaid impoſt ; be- 
ſides the way it is done by waiters at the ports, were it even 
by the way it is preſently collected at Leith and Canongate, 
viz. by the oath of the dealers, or arbitration of neighbours 
as ſtent-maſtets, and conſidering the late act of 1 — 
laying the ſtock of all' ſpirits, as to its increaſe and ——_— j 
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runder the - exciſe, whoſe officets keep account, thereof, tie 
.-.._ © dealers therein are more eaſily known, and the quantities 
they conſume; and an abſtrat may be procured from them, 
. as of the two penny ale duty or impoſt. And this for ſo 
much as concerns ſpirits in all enterable. places. And the 
later act anent the wine- licences, however it maya 
">" aſcertain the quantities, it will exhibite the dealezgth 
and conſidering the waiters and overſeers fee A 
Jance that muſt go to the taxmen, when get, 20. 
no doubt, muſt be gainers for their paigs, The 
as much made of it this way, if not yagt&: 
amounted to leſs, yet the benefiting wg; city 
neral, would far counter-balance that 
yet reſerved another method of cure, ay 
Tevenue will not ſuffer any diminution, byt will rather be 
greatly augmented and improven. { Sy 
We (ha}l now come, according to the method propoſed, 
to ſhew ſome precedents and examples how this deaduels 
and obſtruRion of trade has heen cured in other places, and 
the ſucceſs there calls on us aloud to follow the ſame me- 
thod. 1/t, The city of London, which, in former times, 
had ſuch a wall, ſhut ports at night, and waiters ſtationed. 
at them all day, on account of their impoſt on wine and 
foreign liquors imported to the city as we have, and col. 
lected as we do; but they finding the hurt and detriment of 
colleQing it ſo, and keeping up a wall, and ſhnt ports, &c. 
they found favour with the government to get the city's 
impolt collected in the different cuſtom-houſes, along with _ 
the duty of them at importation, whereupon they difmiſled | 
their waiters at their ports, and laid open their city to trade 
night and day, which liberty and freedom, has been one 
great mean of procuring ſo great an increaſe of that city's 
vaſt trade. % „„ Eh at rh toks . 
. Yea, ſuch was the favour of the government to their own 
metropolis in the South, that the city of London's im poſt 
being extended to all the wines and liquors —_— into 
England, from Berwick, round by Dover and Briſtol to Car- 
lille; ſo that the city's impoſt is paid along with the king's 
duty at all the different ports and cuſtom-houſes in South 
Britain. This, no doubt, is a good precedent for the city 
f Edinburgh to plead for the like favour, for the encou- 


ragement of the North Metropolis. Vea the city has 4. 
| . precedent 
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precedent of the government's favour this way, in the &@ -- 
tention of the ĩmpoſt on ale, with reſpect to the two-pennies..../ . 
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by be nobility and gentry of England, who 
ir Southern Metropolis in this very 


berirg alſo, that this kindneſs and favour- 
able concury would be an equivalent, as it were, for 


her loſs of their company in their not frequenting the city 


as they did before the union, in attending the Scot's par- 


liament's fitting in this city; and, it is very apparent, that, 


as the ara x25" of the metropolis, either South or North, 
e 


th, ſo do the value of the land- eſtates proportionally 


ariſe around, far and near, as Mr Fletcher juſtly obſerves. 


Now, ſuppoſing all the improvements to be effected, the 
city ſet at liberty to enjoy her lawful trade, as any other 
city in all Britain, without being controlled by waiters or 
pent up within walls, and ſhut gates, the city made more 
acceſſable ſouth and north, as caſt and weſt, for all manner 


of carriages and paſſengers, and a broad freſh-water canal 


to join Leith and Edinburgh together, navigable for all 


manner of carriages and paſſengers, and all this done in 
an eaſy and ſurpriſingly cheap manner, as ſhall be here after- 
wards clearly demonſtrate; but, in the interim, let us a 
little indulge a few comfortable reflections on the benefits 


that will accrue to the city thereby. 


Our citizen's trade no more unequally ſtraitened, and in 


times of commotion, for ſecurity of all valuable effects, 


ſuch as plate, money, banks, papers, public perſons, mini- 


ſters of ſtate, &c. the ſtrong caſtle of Edinburgh, is a ſe- 


curer aflylum and repoſitory, juſt at hand, than any wall 
whatever, and the merchants, up and. down the kingdom, 
would no more turn away and be averſe to deal with the 
citizens. The trade and demand from the country, and in- 
land places, gentlemens ſeats iu the country, and country. 


villages, would be in and from the city. 


The naſty north 
„ Jock 


U 
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Joch turned into dry ground, and more uſefully employed 


than” to be a nuſance and ſhut gate to the city, as it has 


Seen. The city ſtanding on a hill, by means of two 'new = 
ſtreets, ſet, for eaſi neſs of acceſs, as it were on a plain, 
and Leith joined to Edinburgh as one city, and an inland 
eity commence immediately a maritime one, and the city's 
-1mpoſt aſcertained and collected, as ſaid is; the merchants 
would he under no ſuch neceſſity to keep their liquors they 
deal in at ſuch a diſtance from their dwelling-houſes, and 
places of their own reſidence in the city on account of the 
city's impoſt, but have their cellars in Edinburgh near 
themſelves; and ſo not to be obliged to travel a mile of 
way, for every ſmall quantity they have to ſend to the 
country, whereby the greateſt part of a day is ſpent, when 
Half an hour or leſs may do the whole affair, and diſpatch 
the buſineſs, or they are often neceſſitate to truſt the keys 
of their cellars or ware - houſes at Leith to others, when 
they connot get attended themſelves, all which inconve- 
niencies would be removed, and tlie propoſed benefits the 
more eaſily and comfortably enjoyed, and the low houſes 
and cellars in ł dinburgh be better poſſeſſed than when ſet 
to diſorderly, poor, and inſolvent tenants, who ought ra- 
ther to dwell without the city, and the merchant inhabi- 
1ants in the city have better opportunity to be always on 
the head of their own buſineſs. Neither would the city of 
Edinburgh be under any neceſſity to ſer the impoſt on fo- 
reign liquors to taxmen or farmers, whereby ſuch a part of 
the public money turns into private uſe, as the ſaid tax men 
ought to have for their pains. 8 | 
Another benefit that will accrue to the city, by this ex- 
tention (although they lowered it to even the one-half, as 
the city of London did-theirs, when extended to them) is, 
that it will bring in the dealers. that way who live out of 
the city, that they may pick up the country-ſale from the 
city, in that branch of buſineſs; becauſe they pay no im- 
ſt as the citizens do, tho' they live in the ſuburbe conti- 
guous, and enjoy their trade by virtue of their propinquity, 
uuder the ſhadow of her benign influence ; juſt ſo as the brew- 
ers of ale did on account of the two-pennies a-pint on ale, 
ſet up their breweries in the country villages round the city; 
but, on the parliament's favour to the city in extending it, 
they came in, and poſſeſſed all the breweries in the cy, 
„ 00 | that. 
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that formerly ſtood empty: And t may be a good argu- 


d 


ment with the parliament to grant the like extention of 


- - 


this city's impoſt, as they granted the city of London's, that 


- whatever the ſaid extention amounts to ſhall be allenarly 


applied to the carrying on and compleating the public 


— 


works propoſed here to be done, particularly the foremen- 
tioned canal - Py „ | 


Now, as was above propoſed, to ſhew the beſt and cheap» 


eſt way to accompliſh the north-ſtreet and bridge, with the 
canal now propoſed, as being the moſt profitable of all, not 
only as being able to defray its own charge, but to bring 


in a good deal of money to promote and further after- im: 
provements that may occur in time coming, for the city's 


intereſt and honour, which, to demonſtrate and ſet in a clear 


| light, ſhall be the ſubje& of the following eſſay.— So, to be- 


gin with the canal, though the laſt in order of perform: 
ance, that the new north- ſtreet, when finiſhed to the begin- 
ning of the canal, the canal will ſhew the uſefulneſs of the 


ſaid ſtreet more than ever; for theſe 3 together, 


work to one anothers hand conjunctly, and muſt not be ſe- 


parated. Now obſerve, at the beginning of Leith gravel- 


walk, on the eaſt- ſide thereof, there is a great deep hollow 
piece of ground, from which, all days in the year, iſſues a 


Current of water, which makes a channel for itſelf all the 


way to Leith; and nature has been pointing it out to us 
time out of mind, to form into a freſh water canal : Its 
courſe to Leith is made by pure uncultivate nature. to our 
hand, all the way, only requiring a little aſſiſtance of art to 
poliſh it : Then, when it arrives at Leith, it takes its courſe 
weſt-ward, paſſing under the ſtreet, as we enter Leith, and 
falls into the freſh water river above Leith, below Bonytowut 
milns, where it voids all its water to no purpoſe or uſe, 


when it might be otherwiſe of moſt excellent uſe to keep 


vp, and not let run waſte. It would fill and conſtitute a moſt 


uſeful canal; for, inſtead of continuing its courſe weſt- ward, 


as ſaid is, it might be continued ſtill ſtraight north, where 
there is an old channel, which was formerly there, when 
Leith was fortified in the days of Queen, Mary, or Oliyer 
Cromwell, the remains whereof is yet to be; ſeen ſtanding 
full of water yet to this day, at the eaſt-ſide of Seuth Leitl 
kirk-yard, and the ground thereabout, and ſo. may be car- 
ried on in that tract to the large open ſtreet or area near 

: | : Wn 
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the timber buſh, or entry to the weigh-houſe, or thereby; 


ſo could be formed an excellent and moſt uſeful canal of 
freſh water, brought down from Edinburgh at immenſe 
leſs charge and labour (if at all practicable) than bringing 
up a ſalt- water one to Edinburgh, and the one as uſeful as 
te other. 3 5 5 e 
Now, the ſaid freſh canal coming within 30 or 40 yards 
of the harbour, all fort of goods and merchandize landed on 


the ſhore, may be put on board of broad bottomed lighters 


or boats, of 30 or 50 tun burden, and ſet down again on the 


new - ſtreet, which is from the middle of the city, the 


freight of thoſe boats will be more eaſy than a Kinghorn or 
Burntiſland one, which is ſtated at five or ſix thillings from 


Leith to theſe towns; then how much eaſier would all forts - 
of goods and merchandize be brought to the city, our car- 


ters and coachmen commence boatmen and porters, 
would have more certain and fafe employment, their 
boats and lighters more eaſily maintained and upheld than 
coaches, carts, and horſes ; no expence for corn and hay, 


or loſs by death of horſes, a company or two of ſoldiers, in a 
few Summer-months, could eafily caſt and finiſh this canal, 
there being no obſtruction of rocks, or great heights of =: 


earth to cut through, but the ground almoſt all level, with 
but a ſmall deſcent, that by digging deepeſt where the 


ground is higheſt, and raiſing the banks where the ground 


1s deepeſt, ſo as to keep in five or ſix feet of water all 
the way, will be ſufficient, and being 30 yards in breadth, 
and the banks on each each fide about a dozen in- their 


breadth. | E's 1 
There is an objection that ſome people make, particular- 


ly, Mr Maitland, when this was ſhewed him, when he was 


writing his Hiſtory of Edinburgh, viz. Where is all this 
water that is to fill this canal, 'as broad as the high ſtreet of 
Edinburgh, five feet or two yards deep all the way, and 
more than a mile of length? it is anſwered, that in that 
very ground itſelf, ſtands always a full quantity of water, 
even in the Summer-time, to over-tope the graſs in ſome 
places of it. Now, remove the earth, where this ſowr grals 
grows, ſix feet deep, this ground will ſtand ſix feet deep of 


water, for the natural water and numerous ſprings in that 


place, which, as ſaid is, voids 100 tuns of water every day, 


in ordinary weather, and in extraordinary runs in a ſpeat, 
3 | inte 
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into the freſh river between Bonetown-mills and Leith mill- 
dam-head, to no uſe or purpoſe there; but for great uſe and 
good purpoſe will fill that canal to the brim, and the banks 
caſt up on both ſides, where the ground is loweſt, will keep 
all in, and prevent its running off, and in rainy weather 
it. may be ſuffered to run off when too full, into its old 
channel again, or through the ſand into the fea, or into the 
harbour; or by opening a ſluice at a convenient place and 
time, it would clean the harbour, and remove the bar to a 
further depth in the ſea. This canal being always full, by 

being kept up by its banks and a fuice, fo that the ation of 
the Sun cannot (as ſome alledge, for objections ſake) im- 
air it in the leaſt, more than the North-Loch has been ex- 

Hall's by it, time out of mind, by being kept up with its 
ſluice; moreover in dry weather, another ſupply of water is 

foreſeen to be added, viz. all the waſte water from the 
clean water ciſtern at the Caſtlehill, which runs waſte e- 
very Sunday down the South-fide of the ſtreet, when it 
comes to the beginving of the new North-ſtreet, may be 
made to run down that Street; and all the water that falls 
in rain in that diſtri, at all times, will fall into the canal; 
yea the whole water in that diſtrict of the North. loch, may 

eaſily be lifted up, according to the hypotheſes of the fire- 

engine, by the ſmall charge of a few load of coals, which, 
by the faid new Street, would fall into the canal in that low 
ground, ſufficient to form a ſtanding canal there of itſelf, 
without further aid. OY POS 1 035" 2 2 pron pn 
Now that its own garters may bind up its own hoſe, or as 

a treaſure or vein of ſilber found out in the fame ground, 
which will pay all the coſt. Conſider, That, on this canal, 
one hundred ton of goods, in one two or three broad bot- 
tom boats from Leith ro Edinburgh, may be brought and 
landed on the ſaid new Street, and fo from Edinburgh to 
Leith, and landed on the thore there, at the ſhip ſide, and 
we ſhall allow at 20 ſhillings ſterl. (for a boat can be hired 
from Leith to Kinghorn for 5 s. a voyage); yea, we ſhall 
allow. 10 8. more for boarding and landing, &c. Now the 
preſent rate of cartage between Beith and Edinburgh, by 
Act of Council, is two pence the hundred weight, which 
is 40 pence the ton, which in an hundred ton is L265 1354 


from which ſubtract the ſaid 30 s. there remains L. 15:32:24 
tony ee of Gromeb ee 


( x8: 3 


each lawful day, allowing 100 ton to be carried up and 
down in a day, which we may very well do, conſidering what © 
merchandize, furniture, baggage, equipage, timber, ſtones# 


lime, fand, coals; beſides perſons and paſſengers, which 
in 313 days, the working- days in a year, amounts to 
L. 4747 :3 :4 of neat pain in a year, to which accompt 


may be alſo added L. 438: 4, which is L. 5185: 7: 4; and 


that conſidering the perſons that paſs in the Stage-Coaches, 


at 4d. a piece, a 3 many more will paſs at one penny a 


piece, yet we ſhall only reckon the preſent number of 12 


up and 12 down in an hour, at one penny a- piece, which 


will for 14 hours amount to 2 ſhil. an hour; which, from 8 


in the morning to 10 at night is 14 hours, will make 28 . 


a day, which for 313 lawful days, amounts to the foreſaid 


fam of 438: 4 s. yea, to ſet up an half hour Stage - boat, the 


ſame might be doubled, which agregate ſums of L. 5185 
being right calculate, both in numeral and political Arith- 
metic, as I think it is, let any who will be pleaſed examine 
it; for they will certainly find it not to bo 

heightened ; but rather to be poſſeſſing the lower room, 


yea, conſidering, that perſons of all ranks and conditions, 
paſſing vp or down, carrying any ſmall bundle under 14 
pound weight, will rather chuſe to pals this way for their pen- 
ny, than tugg up and down with it; and perſons in wind or 
rain, or at night, with money or not, will chuſe it; yea, 
thereby might be contrived a moſt uſeful and expeditious 
penny-poſt, between Leith and Edinburgh every half hour, 
for letters and ſmall bundles, at the two boat houfes in E= 


dinburgh and Leith. But there is yet a further improvement 
of this canal, that when this is done, as above ſaid, and 
the profit thereof annually appearing, in a little, time a 
fund will ariſe out of itſelf, without any mortgaging, or 
horrowing, to effect this improvement and pay al 

of it, which is, that this canal brought the length aforeſaid, 


it may be made eaſily to communicate with the ſalt water 


in the harbour. In this manner let there be a branch or arm 
of water taken off from the freſli water ſtanding canal, 


and carried in thro' the timber buſn, where there is room 
enough to erect a water. gate aud lock, juſt ſo large as to 


receive in, a broad bottom'd boat or lighter between its 
two doors or gates, at every full ſea; and by the means of 


that contrivance and device, be lifted and buoyed up 2 
1 55 | the 
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the lower ſalt water, to the higher ſtanding freſh water ca- 


mal; and from thence ftreight to Edinburgh, without ever 
touching ground till they come there; and, at every 9 * 
water, as many of theſe lighters may paſs and repals as the 


time of high-water will allow, and at other times, the freſh 


water canal alone will be ſufficient. Now having the ca- 
nal plentifally filled with water, let us fee, how it will be as 
plentifully flled with trade and buſineſs; there may be ad- 
ded to the former claſs of buſineſs, viz. goods and paſſen- 


ers concerning our paſſive Trade, or the city's own con- 
umpt, all the tranſport goods by land carriage in the wag- 


gons, from London, York, Leeds, Newcaſtle, Glaf. &c. aud 


are unload in Edinburgh; all the goods therein directed for 


Leith, and the whole North-country, will paſs here; alſo 


all the lead from the Lead-hills for export, will paſs this 
way, the road being fo thortened by the two 8 they 
will paſs through the midſt of the city, or by the 


ſlop- road to Round - court, and not go ſo far about as they do; 
and a ware. houſe nigh to the quay of the canal, (N. B. The 
Edinburgh weigh-houſe may be here), to receive it as it 
comes in at difterent times in the Summer, and when ga- 
thered together here, and the ſhip ready at Leith to receive 
it, then boated and brought down in the lighter to the off. 
{ide of the ſhip, and ſhipped in an eaſier way than hither- 
to has been done; alſo conſidering the preſent great de- 
mand of ſtones, for paving the ſtreets of London and 
Weſtminſter, which the Calton-hill can plentifully furniſh, 
being contiguous to the canal, can be tranſported eaſier here 
by the ſame, than from any place in the whole country, 


and the Calton- hill being the property of the city, it will 
be double advantage; and again, conſidering the buſineſs 


of the glaſs-houſes, they may have their bottles tranſported 


a great deal cheaper aud ſafer than before, as alſo window 


glaſs, and all forts of earthen ware ; for example, two groſs 
of empty bottles, or one groſs of full bottles is on trial, 


found to be about 500 pound weight, or one-fourth of a ton, 


and is portable by two men, in a ſuitable carriage, by 
chair-poles or ſting and ling, the common price therefor 
is a penny 'a dozen for empty ones, and twopence a dozen 
when full; and as the preſent cuſtom, is carried in creels 
on men's backs, now can be carried in the canal much 
| | | cheaper, 


areſoot- 
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cheaper, and ſafer, viz. 500 weight is but 10 d. for the 
boat, and canal, 2 d. the lift from the glaſschouſe or cel- 


lar to the boat, and 2 d. the lift for delivery, ſo the for- 


mer price being 2 s. they paid therefor; ſo by this way 
they pay only 14 d. which is 10 d cheaper than formerly _ 


for the ſame work, and is done more expeditiouſly, and 


laid, ſhall now treat of the 


ſafer by far, and the one half going to the canal, ſhews .. 

how the fund ariſes, and will do much more fo in many 

other caſes. ” . ö 
Now this is ſo far 


goods, a ſuitable wheel-carriage.ad 
orm of the New Street, can be mor 


ridge or new North Street, and 

ow it may be accompliſhed, eaſieſt, cheapeſt, and in the 
beſt manner: And, in order to demonſtrate in the moſt ſa- 
tisfy ing and clear way, ſhall draw out a ſmall chart or plan 
of the ground through which it is to paſs ; and ſeeing the 
work is begun, in a way not agreeable to the beſt and cheap- 
eſt way, ſhall exhibit the line they are now taking, and be- 
gun with, and alſo the line that is agrecable to the way 
that ought to be taken, to accompliſh it in this propoſed 
manner; and compare the two together, in order to make 
a right choice, and ſhall call the one the crooked or angu- 
Jar line, and the other the ſtreight or meridian line, as It 
happens to be the very meridian of the city; ſo that this 
{treet ſhall be the gnomen of a ſpacions and beautiful. ſun- 
dial to the city, the one angle or corner of the ſtreet 10 
{erve for the Forenoon, and the other for the Afternoon. 

Now, the crooked line, as it terminates in the- face of a 
ſteep brae, in its firſt angle, on the weſt of the Orphan- 
houle, it deſtroys the deſign of a moſt beautiful proſpect 
and viſto of a flreight avenue, which otherways we would 
have had preſerved, for the beauty of the city, by follow- 
ing out the ſtreight line. For this ſtreight live terminates 
no view, but reaches all the way to Leith without ef 
tion, or being turned off by angles from its deſigned ob- 
ject; again the crooked line leads through the mire of the 
25 5 3 North. loch 
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| North-loch to found the work on bad ground, at ten times 
more expence than is needful, or. ought. to be, where, and 
when no pillars, or arches of a bridge are in the leaſt neceſ- 
ſary or uſeful, but to heighten the expence above all reaſon. 
Now, the ſtreight line paſſes over no ſuch bad, wet and miry 
| proved, but through ſuch dry and firm ground as is fully 
* tufficient far the work, and where there is no need for dig- 
_ . . ging, removing, or caſting one inch of bad ground for 
55 e far leſs driving piles brandering with timber 
plwGwVanks, or laying one ſtone great or {mall thereon ; for all 
the materials for this work, in raiſing up the low ground, as 
they age laid down, will found themſelves of their own ac- 
opt more ado, on a foundation broader, cloſe:, 
ater, cheaper, and every way better for the pur- 
poſe, than the way they are tKKing:in ;profecut! ; 
crooked line, in going fo far about en 
upon the oppoſite hill, or cutting ſo immen 
ſuch high ground, and to no purpole: For accei 


JE! 9 
| $ tO the 
ground is to be had better another way, as is 


demonſtrate 
in the engraven plate, which does more than double the 
expence; for now, in the ſtreight line, all the low ground 
between the two ports or arches, A. B. in the plan is to 
be filled up with redd, rubbiſh and earth, as high as you 
Pleaſe, and a ſuper-abundance of that is. to be had on the 
ſpot to anſwer that purpoſe, and that for nothing, and leſs 
than nothing, we ſay leſs, on account of foreteeing the 
great quantity of redd and rubbiſh, that will be at taking 
down Cap and Feather Land, aud perhaps the Eaſt- gavel of 
Miln's Square, and alſo Mrs Newbigging's old houſes, and 
others there, that are proper and neccflary, to be taken' - 
down; which redd and rubbiſh, if not uſed here for that 
good purpoſe, behoved to be carried out of the city, at a 
conſiderable expence for cartage, which will be all ſaved 
by being made uſe of here to ſuch good account, as to 
ſave the expence of ſtane, lime and maſon-work : For 
what proportion of coſt is there, between 1000 tun of 
earth, redd and rubbiſh, and 1000 tun of ſtone and lyme, 
the one got on the {pot for nothing, and the other brought 
trom a-far, with the charge of. cartage, and prime coſt at 
the current price, or between a barrow-man's wages and a 
maſons, eſpecially, conſidering that the firſt will fill up 
more ground at their work in one hour, than the other 
| | Will 


— : 
„ | 

AL, TE is — 1 £ 1 
** * * — "© + - 

. #XS 2 2 wt E * H 1 

<2 8 ee” a 
e 
2 a 


(428-3 
will do in a whole day, and the work as well done, and 
more beautiful, for poſterity to behold a great ſtone Bridge. 
with ſo many large arches, and no river to paſs under, but 
_ a ſmall ſtripe, with a gutter thar-a child may ſtep over, 
would be ſufficient to carry off, and built at a great expence? 
They might fay, to what purpoſe was all that waſte of money, 
_ when the low ground might have been as well made up with 
itſelf from the higher, juſt contiguous, and both would 
been equally benefited, as far (as we ſhall ſhow hereafter, 
in its place)? will not a green flopping bank on each ſide of 
the raiſed up road, all ſoſid earth, planted with ornamental 
trees, and a terrafs walk or road interſperſed, look more 
beautiful than a high perpendicular ſtone-wall, frightful 
to the eye to look down from, and more to imagine a fall 
from; or would it not be more pleaſant to the neighbour- 
hood on the eaſt, to be ſcreen'd from the violence of the 
weſt wind, which uſually blows hard down that Strath of 

the North- loch; but would be greatly augmented by blow- 
ing through the arch of a Bridge; and fo likeways, theſe 
on the well, to be ſcreen'd from the malignity of the eaſt? 
and, were it not for the preſery ing the road along the north 
{ide of the city, all along to the dung. port in Leith-wynd, 
there need be no arch or pend there either; and ſo lixeways 
on the far end, next the Orphan-houſe, for preſerving the 
opportunity of a road there, which we forſee to be uſeful 
there, in ſome time after; and beſides theſe two ports, there 
is no need or uſe for jmitating a great river Bridge with. pil- 
lars and arches: but to fill up the intermediate ground cloſs 
and ſolid on its own foundation, broad and equal, which it 
makes for its ſelf in being emptied out of the carriages 0- 
ver the top of the two forementioned. arches, it will form 
itſelf all along till it meet. in the middle, and fo will the 
work be compleated: Whereas, before they raiſe their work, 
according to the crooked line out of the EE they 
are puddling and building in, to the height of the ground 


where our work is but only to be begun in the ſtreight line 
method, it will coſt more money, in bringing it to that 
height, than will finiſh and compleat our work, and yet 


they are only but to begin; again the crooked line in its 
round, at Mrs 


in be 
ſuch 


progreſs runs to the top of the higheſt g 
Moubray's houſe, on the hill top, whereby there w 


e 4 
ſuch prodigious deep cutting of ground, as will be a ſhame 
to ſee, there being no neceſſary cauſe thereof. For this high 
ground muſt be cut; fo that all that is above the horizon - 
tal line or level of the Bridge muſt be removed, and not 
only ſo, but as much below it as the ſtreet dips in its pro- 
greſs, otherwiſe the water channel of that Street will run 
back towards the Bridge, contrary to the defign of the work 
mentioned before in the preceding plan of the canal; and 
moreover, the extending the crooked line, ſo as to come 
out towards Piccardy, or to run through any part of Cle- 
land's Yard, would be an idle aſcending one brae, in order 
to. come down another, and climb a third, whereas the fol- 
lowing out the ſtreight line, which runs through no ſuch 
very low ground, as the dirty ſoft ground of the Loch, nor 
ſuch high ground, as requires ſuch extravagant cutting aud 
expences, but through -ſuch as Nature has levelled to our 
hand, only requires a little art and pains to'poliſh, to fit 
our purpoſe; ſo all theſe inconveniencies would be pre- 
vented. Laſtly, This method of following out the crook- 
ed line, is prejudicial to the connection of this New Street, 
with the foreſaid canal; for theſe two, vie. the end of the 
New Street, and the beginning of the caual, muſt meet 
exactly together, by the Street commencing at the end of 
the Calton, and not at or towards Piceardy; for otherways. 
it will be deſtructive of the gain and profit that ariſes by 
the canal, and the uſefulneſs of the New Street for that 
purpoſe, as is already fully demonſtrated;; and alſo the 
foreſaid partial ſupply of water from the referyoir, the 
rain from above, and the water raiſed from the Loch, as. 
above ſaid, which this Street conveys into the, canal, would 
thereby be defeat; and to counteract this defence, would 
be a greater prejudice than all the amount of the ſaid Street, 
andꝭ eſpecially conſidering, that it cau be done for leſs, than 
the one half of the money it will coſt in doiug it other- 
ways ; ſo that the altering this coarſe of the crooked line 
iu the plan, to the ſtreight line therein demonſtrate, would 
rectify the whole affair in the beginning, which ſeems to 
be abſolutely neceflary; and as the canal and the benefits it 
produces, by the buſineſs tranſacted thereon, as above de- 
ſeribed, proven to be the very active ſoul that animates the 
whole ſyſtem, every thing that promotes it, ought to be 
5 | | | principally 
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principally regarded. Now, it remains to anſwer afew-ob- 
jections, which ſome are pleaſed to make, vz. 
That the orphan-houſe, ſtanding in the middle of the 
ſtreight line, it would be too expenſive to purchaſe it, in 
order to remove it out of the viſto of the avenue: For ans 
ſwer, if they let it ſt and, the road, in the mean time, may 
go in a ſemicircle round it, till the time come of placing 
the orphans otherwiſe, as below is ſaid ; for here it is to be 
obſerved, that, from this riſing ground in the rope-park, 
on the north by weſt, is to be taken, the earth to fi up the 
low ground in place of pillars and arches of ſtone for a 
brid ©: there will then be a very large and ſpacious piece of 
level ground, anſwerable to the fall of the ſtreet paſſing 
through the middle of it, which will be a very proper place, 
which may be built upon in a round tirenlar form; and-may 
be called Round Court; and from which will iſſue all other 
roads, ſueh as the:r6ad to the high grounds in Barefoot's 
parks, ſtenting along the fide of the brace, as you ſee in the 
plan at DD, ard a road to the high ground at Clelland's 
yards, or thereabout ; all which roads will be aſcending 
north or weſtward, and dipping to round court, and the 
main bridge-ſtreet there, which is the only dipping-ftreet 
. all the way; fo that all the water- channels in theſe roads 
will fall into the main bridge- ſtreet- channel at Round 
Court; and fo by it into the navigable canal, and be a con- 
tinual ſupply of overflowing water, to keep the canal ful] 
at all times and ſeaſons in the year; fo this ſtreet will be 
the only one for carriage of all ſorts of heavy carriages be- 
tween Leith and Edinburgh, either up or down by land or 
water. But here ſhall beg pardon for indulging 2 little 
fancy or invention, to contrive a piece of ornament for this 
place, that, when the orphans are removed to one of the 
wings of the charity work-houſe, which the good Town 1s 
obliged to build ſometime or other, for finiſhing the ſaid 
3 and can never be done in a more fit time than when 
the orphan-houſe will paſs in exchange, and the orphans 
better ſerved elſewhere ; ſo will the foreſaid objection, as to 
the expence of ' purchaſing, be fully anſwered, when it is 
had as it were for nothing. But to proceed in the inven- 
tion of a proper ornament in place of the ſaid houſe, Let 
there be built a large arched port at the north. end of the 
bridge, juſt above the low arch formerly mentioned, for 


preſerving 
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ing there; yet he ſtill objected the want of water ſufficient ; 
ſo that he did not inſert it in his hiſtory of Edinburgh, as 
he was deſired : So, to ſatisfy objectors of this fort, we have 
been both particular and full to ſhew a colledion of water 
ſuperabundantly for that purpoſe, which may ſatisfy every 
perſon who will conſider it, in what is already ſaid on that 
article; yet we ſhall ſhew an additional and very great ſup- 
ply; and that not only for it, but for a great many other 
valuable purpoſes ; but this falling in naturally in anſwer 
to the next objection, we refer it to its own place there. 

It is objected by ſome, that theſe ſaving and gaining pro- 
poſals, come too late to prevail, to alter the hne and me- 
thod of procedure already begun, and one of the pillars 
founded accordingly, at a great expence, and ſnall all this 

labour and expence be rendered uſeleſs? We anſwer, No. 
For this pillar is convertable into a very great uſe, and is a 
part and member of this gaining and profitable canal, as 
you will ſee in the preceding page 13 line 27 ſo no part 
of this expence is loſt in this caſe : and to ſay that it comes 
too late, cannot be ſaid, _ we duly weigh the more than 
E one- 
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one-half of the ſaving on the bridge-article, and the great 
gain on the canal-article, even ſuch a gain as will pay the 
whole charge of both, and leave à balance when all in 
done, as a ſtanding annual fund for further improvements: 
ſo it is humbly conceived all objections to this ſaving and 
gaining ſcheme will ceaſe; and againſt next Spring, the - 
work going on in the right way; and againſt Whitſunday, 
cap and feather land taken down, and the rubbiſh thereof, 
and all other parts of the city thrown over the arch found- 
ed on the New- port, ſtill advancing till they meet in the i 
middle, with the earth thrown over the foreſaid arch at th MM; + 
other far- end; ſo will the bridge be finithed in a more g 0 LL 
ditious way, cheaper, cloſſer and more ſolid, H 
of pillars, arches, &c. and as for the Kohe-PANr already 
founded and a — Jett ſuſtain and bear upon its top 

a ciſtern. as large and ſquare as its ſelf, or four times as 
large, if you pleaſe, io make it of timber, projecting its top 
every way, into which, by the hypotbeſis of the. fire-en- 

gine, with the expence of a few loads of coals, may be 
thrown up all the clean water in the north-loch-diſtria, 
from time to time, which, waſhing down the new. de- 12 
clining ſtreet, will fall into the head of the navigable canal, 
and be a further conſtant ſupply to it, as aforeſaid; and not 


only fo, but be of unſpeakable benefit for innumerable o- 


ther uſes to all places or perſons on or below that level. 
And laſily, about autumn, when the corns are off the 
round, to ſet to work a company or two of ſoldiers, with 
their mattocks, ſpades and .ſhovels, to caſt the ground in 
in its breadth, depth and length, with his banks in the 
lower ground. on each fide for the canal, which, as being 
the money-finder, the ſooner it he done is ſo much the 
better: All which is hoped to be ſeen.done. 
Another objection is, That the carrying the crooked an- 
gular line at preſent through Cleland's yards toward Pi- 
cardy, favours the acceis to the high ground, where there 
are {0 many acres allotted :0 build upon; but it is demon- 
ſtrable, that it rather bars that accefs, and renders it more 
difficult, but too long here to inſiſt upon, but can be bet- 
ter done on the ground with any proper judge, and it is ſo 
far from favouring any valuable or profitable purpoſe, that 
it mars and ſpoils the moſt valuable purpoſes of the whole 
affair, viz. The ſhorter and eaſier acceſs to the city for all 
| —_ forts 
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ſorts of carriages and paſſengers, both by land and water; 
and that the Koighe line propoſed in place of it, is pro- 
ductive of far better eacouragement for building on either 
high or low grounds contiguous to either land- road or 

_ water-canal. CCC | 5 e 
Some propoſe to build houſes on both ſides of the new 
raiſed up ground for the Bridge · Street, but how extrayagant 
and idle would it be, for 1#, they muſt not encroach ons 


- 9 one half. breadth added to each fide, for the two ſide - walls of 
de houſes and breadth of the houſe within, which will 
. nee Again, it would be quite idle to ſound on 
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like, when a Hrm old foundat dn... to be had for nothing, 


counteradt the frugality and oeconvmy of the 
dertaking. | rep Tem | 5,-.s 4m 
And, nd doubt, the conſideration of this ſaving, gaining 

and every way profitable ſcheme, will the more incline our 
-Nl- -monied men and loving patriots, to advance what money 
may be wanted, until the work be forwarded, ſeeing the 
work ijſelf in its progreſs, the more ſpeedily, is fully able, 

ſo ſoon, to repay the coſt thereof, and to leave ſo good a ba- 
Jance behind for further improvements in time coming, as 
ſaid is; and, as there are a great many improvements de- 
pending and waiting in a connected ſeries therewith, theſe 
ſhall be the ſubje& of another eſſay, hoping alſo to be able 

to exhibite it in as eaſy and cheap a way as this is; and if 

any ſhall do it better, and mare frugally, they certainly will 
deſerve well at their fellow citizens hand, and be ſuitably re- 
- _ warded therefor; and fo ſhall congratulate their ſucceſs and 
| happineſs therein. And conſidering the heavy debts contract- 
ed in the courſe of the former laudable improvements, and 

the laſt proving not ſo profitable as was well intended, yet 
may be eaſily amended in a cheap and profitable manner, 
and another yon work ſtanding this long time unfiniſhed, 
may yet be finiſhed in a far more eaſy and cheap way thay 


was firſt projected, or the reſt of the work was done in; 
but both theſe, with ſome others, are referred to the after 
eſſay, as ſaid is, and until it is ſeen how the contrivance 

| 8 and 


- inch on the given breadih of the Street; ſo they myſt have 


e pall, plank and brander, or ſuch 


on the ground from whence Meth is removed, for 
raifiog the Bridge-Street, Juſt contiguous; Wang age . 
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and frugality of this is accepted: 86 ſhall conclude in the 
words of our moſt gracious Sovereign from the throne: 
That theſe debts contracted call for the utmoſt attention, 


wright and maſon-work, there is no occaſion, except for the 
two ports for the two roads aforeſaid, which can be done 
on days wages, and accompt kept thereof. Aud. Mmhan effere 
is ſuch difference of eſtimate of thouſands of pounds, why 
ſhould the re money go to a private uſe, as they might 
expect by the bargain; or, on the other haud, why ſhould 
the public enjoy benefit ro the hurt of a private man? it is 
both wrong and diſhonourable. So that the citizens themſelves, 
by their Magiſtrates and Council, under the inſpection of 
careful overſeers, are the moſt proper undertakers for ſuck. 
work themſelves; and have no need of cautioners for thou- 
- Tands of pounds: For the money could be iſſued out weekly 
or monthly to the Overſeer, to pay the men every week; 
fo that there could be no riſque of loſing or miſapplyin 
one penny, and there may be found ſuch lovers of the city's 
ijntereſt and honour, as would take great pleaſure in ſurvey- 
ing land overſeeing the work done, according to the given 
and agreed on plan, would not ſuch as the compiler of the 
Plan be a proper hand therefore, if his time and buſineſs 
coincided ; and that for any ſmall and reaſonable allowance, 
and be accountable for any tranſaction therein weekly, e- 
very week being ſurety for another. 7 
Would not ſuch a method be both a ſaving and reaſon- 


able way of procedure. 
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4 Tn foot of a ſteep brach firſ . . of ths 3 

2 arch of a Port, to preſerve the road there; Fom: the Caſtle-Hill | WEL Hot 

to the dung · po rt, and no wider than the ald Street. or dung: port there, 1 

F | and the other A plliar or cheek to be founded juſt at the tee N New Port we the. 

ere, carried up with the ſaid ory is be a Turnpike for an entry. 5 

Ref © jon betwixt the low roads, and the like or juſt - 1 

£3 | another at the far end, to — the intended road there, which __ N 

8 en. from the Turnpike Road at the Weſt- Kirk to the Poſt- ra. 4 Won 1 

che Vater-gate, foot of the Canongate. „„ 

* Between which, is all the low ground to be filled up for 4 TS VE 

KC. Road, Round Court in Roperie-park, from whence is to be . 

425 earth, rubbiſh, ſtones, & c. ſufficient and more, to fill up te e 

sss: bigh as is needful for a Bridge - ſtrect; and if a ſtone quarr n 

de found, it is not a-miſs ; but eſpecially a Turnpike built u NEO: 

, for a cobvenĩent and uſeful foot · paſfage to all the higher grounds, * 85 > . 

bhich will be a . frequented paſſage, for all back burdens, to d . 

£ 1 * m the Water- and Newhaven. _ . 

, D. _ The  borke coach and cart-road, ſloping along the a of pe 

| — ground, from the Turnpike-road at Weſt - Kirkbrae-head, 4 . 

urt, where all the roads do meet: and this road will coth- TE OT 

HI the roads from the weſt of Scotland, Queensfeliy, 55 

ge, "Glaſgow, Dumfries, Moffat, 8&c, &c. So that all eat; - Bo 

arriving here, will with equal caſe, paſs to Edinburgh” > 

©A- 2. 3- - Three different methods, whereof one may be choky ol 1 

* oon foot, with or without a burthen to the opp- e 

on the ki ah ground from the very middle of the city, where | e 

ie to the ſaid crols-paſſage. 8 

Veland's yards and _ F. _ Mrs Moubray's — N 

| ach is the higheſt of the gro : 8 

6.8 The — H. Mrs I dere. houſe ; J. Eaſt-part BY 

: a's Court, Cap and Feather Cloſs Land; L. Hart's Cloſe; We: ns 

N. Hackerſton's.-wynd; N. The Royal Exchange; O. Advocate's . 

Cloſe, p, Roxhurgh's Cloſe, Q. Don's Cloſe, R, Warriſton's Cloſe, . 

TF 5. Mary King Cloſe; T. Allan's Cloſe; W. Craig's Cloſe; X. X. X. N 

115 2 road to dung - port in Leith-wyndz Y. The Trinity-Hoſpi- . 

* > Z. The College Kirk; a, a. Leith-wynd ; b, b. The Calton; IS Oe 

*þ| „ Reppar-row ; d, d. Leith-walk ; e, e. The canal to Leith- I IE 

1 1 A Th oo The ſalt⸗ water branch, with the Lock or ſluice, to com- WEL Ts. 

115 th the water in the harbour, every full ſea; g, g. The CRY 

115 ſtanding canal, which ends on the ſhore ; h, h. Th e har- e 
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